
Ryan Chapoteau, Walmart Stores, Inc.
Boston University School of Law

Nakeena Covington, Microsoft Corporation
Northwestern University School of Law

Carly Eastman Beane, Arnold & Porter LLP
University of Minnesota Law School

Carly Eastman Beane graduated summa cum laude with a B.A. in American Indian studies 
and a B.A. in history in 2006 from the University of Minnesota.  As a Dakota Sioux native, 
she desires to work as an advocate for a better future for American Indians, and other 
underprivileged people, contributing her first-hand knowledge of cultural traditions and 
philosophies.  Beane is currently a first-year law student at the University of Minnesota 
Law School.

Ryan Chapoteau graduated from Muhlenberg College with a B.A. in political science.  He 
is interested in child advocacy law.  Chapoteau is currently in his first year of law school 
at Boston University School of Law.  

Nakeena Covington is currently a first-year law student at Northwestern University 
School of Law. She graduated from the Gallatin School at New York University with a B.A. 
in individualized study in May 2003. She completed a Master of Arts degree in media 
ecology at New York University’s Steinhardt School in May 2007. Having already spent 
time after college working in the communications and recording industries, she hopes 
to return to the media and entertainment industry and specialize in entertainment or 
intellectual property law. As a legal professional, Covington would like to influence legal 
reform in copyright law and be an advocate for diversifying legal education and practice.
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David Hao, Xerox Corporation
Boston College Law School

Bryant Hall, Cravath, Swaine & Moore LLP
Yale Law School

Bryant Hall graduated from Yale University with a B.A. in political science.  He has spent 
the past two years working as a paralegal at the civil rights law firm Relman & Dane PLLC 
in Washington, DC.  Among other cases, Bryant staffed a two-month long trial relating to 
discrimination in the provision of water services that resulted in an $11 million plaintiffs’ 
verdict.  Enjoying his work in litigation, Hall has decided to seek a law degree and is now 
a first-year student at Yale Law School.

David Hao graduated with a B.A. in business administration from Baylor University  
where he served as senior class president. He is currently in his first year of law school at 
Boston College Law School. Hao’s long-term goals include practicing as a litigator and 
working with the International Justice Mission. 

Uchenna Ibekwe, Bryan Cave LLP
Columbia Law School

Uchenna Ibekwe is a graduate of Stanford University. During her four years at Stanford, she 
earned a master’s in sociology, a bachelor’s in international relations, and minors in African 
studies and Spanish and Portuguese language. In the past, she lived and traveled through 
South America while studying international systems, economics and development.  
Ibekwe is currently a first-year student at Columbia Law School and aspires to merge her 
international experiences with her legal studies to practice law abroad and within the 
United States. Her ultimate goal is to create an organization, which focuses on economic 
community development in socioeconomically disadvantaged communities.
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Sakisha Jackson, TerpSys/Zelle Hoffman
Harvard Law School

Joshua Johnson, Dickstein Shapiro LLP
University of California, Berkeley School of Law

Sakisha Jackson graduated cum laude with a B.S. in information systems and a B.S. in 
finance from the University of Maryland.  Passionate about public service and education, 
she has been a volunteer, mentor and tutor preparing disadvantaged youth for higher 
education.  Her volunteer activities include the Higher Achievement Program, and the 
Harvard Black Law Students Association’s Learning and Mentoring Program. Jackson is 
currently a first-year law student at Harvard Law School, and would like to use her law 
degree to continue to serve disadvantaged populations. 

Joshua Johnson is currently a first-year student at the University of California, Berkeley 
School of Law.  He received his B.A. in Spanish & humanities magna cum laude from Loyola 
Marymount University in 2006.  After completing two service trips to the Dominican 
Republic, and working as an intern at the civil rights law firm, Litt, Estuar, Harrison & 
Kitson, LLP, Johnson developed an interest in legal advocacy.  As an attorney, he desires to 
seek social justice for underrepresented groups.

Cesar Juarez, Wheeler Trigg Kennedy LLP
University of South Dakota School of Law

Cesar Juarez graduated with Honors and received a B.A. in criminal justice from Mount 
Marty College.  He is currently a first-year University of South Dakota School of Law 
student.  As an attorney, Juarez would like to represent people who have difficulty 
communicating in the English language.
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Tam Mai Ma, King & Spalding LLP
University of California, Berkeley School of Law

Jeffrey Peterson, Microsoft Corporation
Stanford Law School

Tam Mai Ma received a B.A. in political science from the University of California, Berkeley, 
where she is currently studying as a first-year law student. Ma spent six years managing 
legislation for California State Senator Sheila Kuehl, where her strong advocacy and 
commitment led to the enactment of over a dozen laws that increase protections for 
survivors of domestic violence, sexual assault and human trafficking and protect the 
rights of vulnerable children and low-income tenants.  She is past president of My Sister’s 
House, a shelter for Asian and Pacific Islander victims of domestic violence.

Jeffrey Peterson is currently in his first year at Stanford Law School. Peterson graduated 
with honors from the University of California, Berkeley with a B.A. in economics and  
history in 2000. He worked for three years as a research and financial analyst at Morgan 
Stanley. Dissatisfied with investment banking and wanting to serve his country, he 
enlisted in the U.S. Army and graduated from Officer Candidate School. After having 
spent a tour of duty in Iraq, Peterson hopes to positively impact peoples’ lives in a 
different way through the law.

Carmen Jo Rejda-Ponce, DuPont Company
Duke University School of Law

Carmen Jo Ponce is the first in her family to graduate from college.  She received her 
B.A. in political science from Columbia University. From an early age, she has dreamed of 
becoming an attorney.  Faced with many obstacles along the way, her dream is becoming 
a reality. Ponce is now a first year law student at Duke University School of Law.  As an 
attorney, she plans to concentrate in international and human rights law.
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Annery Pulgar, Robert Half Legal
University of  Miami School of Law

Brenda Robles, Microsoft Corporation
American University Washington College of Law

Annery Pulgar graduated magna cum laude with a B.A. in psychology and English 
literature from the University of Miami.  After immigrating to the United States from Cuba, 
she developed an interest in helping individuals who cannot afford legal representation.  
Pulgar is a first-year student at the University of  Miami School of Law.

Brenda Robles is a first-year student at American University, Washington College of Law. 
Although she learned English at age 12, Robles graduated summa cum laude with a B.A. 
in English literature from Northeastern University in 200. She founded Northeastern 
University Teaching English Language and Literacy Skills (NU T.E.L.L.S.), a group of 
volunteer tutors who teach English to Northeastern’s food service employees. She also 
helped found Spreading Education to End Discrimination (SEED) to educate people about 
discrimination law.

Alexander Simpson, Patton Boggs LLP
Indiana University School of Law

Alexander Simpson graduated magna cum laude from Eastern Michigan University 
with a B.S. in social work in 2007 and also completed a Master’s in social work from the 
University of Michigan-Ann Arbor in 2008, where he studied Community Organization  
and Management of Human Services. While Simpson aspires to become a successful 
corporate attorney, he also plans to create a nonprofit child welfare agency servicing 
children in foster care.  He is currently a first-year student at the Indiana University School 
of Law-Bloomington where he has been elected to serve as a representative on the 
Student Bar Association.
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Lori Taylor, Bartlit Beck Herman Palenchar & Scott LLP
Northwestern University School of Law

Fathia Touray, Crowell & Moring LLP 
Howard University School of Law

Lori Taylor, is currently a first-year at the Northwestern University School of Law.  She 
graduated summa cum laude from the University of Missouri in 2003 with a B.J. in 
journalism.  She has worked as a television reporter, anchor and producer for KOMU News 
in Columbia, Missouri.  She also was a top 10 finalist of a Writer’s Digest contest for the 
play “Grand’s Great Plan.”  As a writer wanting to protect her creations, Taylor developed 
an interest in the law. She aspires to ensure everyone receives proper credit for their 
intellectual property.

Fathia Touray graduated with Honors from New York University with a B.A. in journalism 
and Africana studies.  She also received a master’s in secondary education from Brooklyn 
College in 2007.  After graduation, Touray became a high school teacher because she 
wanted to enrich the lives of children.  She also has a passion for promoting human rights 
for women and aspires to create new policies that will improve human rights for all.  She 
is currently a first-year student at Howard University School of Law.

Feather Moy-Welsh, Walmart Stores, Inc.
UCLA School of Law

Feather Moy-Welsh is a first year law student at UCLA School of Law.  He graduated cum 
laude from Boston University with a B.A. in international relations.  Among his many 
accomplishments during college, Moy-Welsh established an organization which promoted 
interest in Native American culture.  He is planning to pursue a legal career in international 
trade and development.
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*The Biographies were provided by scholars upon their selections.


